
 

The Sense of the Letter

AC #4, 9430
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“the sense of the letter of 

the Word” AC #10453.3

Scripture as it stands or reads, or the 

meaning nearest to the words

External Sense

(AC #10461, 10453, 

10603.2, 2609, 3439, 

1143)

Historical Sense

(AC #1143e, 1783.2, 

2220.4, 3982.3, 

4373.2, 4387.2) 

Historical Sense of 

the Letter

(AC #2135)

External Historical 

Sense

(AC #6884, 6970)

Ultimate Sense

(AC #9406, cf. 

10028.2) 

Natural Sense 

(AC #9406.4, 5648.2, 

3439)

Highest Internal 

Sense 

Highest Sense (AC 

#3245.3)
Inmost (AC #5398.3, 

6343.2, 8943, 10370)

Relative Internal 

Sense (AC 

#7193e, 3245.3, 

4240.3)

Internal Sense
(AC #5648.2, 5253, 4104.2, 

10604, 9216.3, 10691, 2310)

Spiritual Sense
(AC #2311, 4373.2)

Celestial Sense
(AC #2015.3, 2311, 

4735.2.4, 5331)

Middle Sense (AC 

#3245.3, 4428, 6363)
Representative Sense 

(AC 33471, 3660.3e, 

4063.2, 3700, 5398.3)
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Representative Historical 

Sense (AC #5730)

R
elative S

ense (A
C
 # 

4207, 4240.3)

NOTE:  We see as far as the terms used in the Arcana Coelestia 

that there is a progressive move toward their  refinement so that 

by the end of the AC the terms most used are Celestial Sense for 

the deepest level of meaning (see red area of diagram opposite), 

Spiritual Sense (see blue area of the diagram opposite) and the 

Literal Sense or Letter (see grey area of the diagram opposite). 

These terms are also found to be the most used in those books of 

the Heavenly Doctrines that followed on from the AC.

OUTLINE OF TERMINOLOGY USED TO REFER TO LEVELS OF MEANING FOUND IN THE ARCANA COELESTIA

This diagram has been adapted from The World Within the Bible: A Handbook to 

Swedenborg's Arcana Coelestia by William F. Wunsch; The New-Church Press NY; 1929.  

See pp142-145.

CELESTIAL SENSE  Deals with the Lord’s glorification

SPIRITUAL SENSE Deals with the collective and 

individual regeneration of the human mind

LITERAL SENSE is the literal meaning of the words 

of the text

GENERAL TERMS THAT DEVELOPED TO DESCRIBE THE 

LEVELS OF MEANING IN THE WORD
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